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and Anne Carson
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ecorating, like writing, is a

matter of editing, especially

when a great Picasso and

Dubuffet are at stake. The
pride of Emily Fisher Landau’s living
room, not to mention her entrance gal-
lery, dining room, library and bedrooms,
is the art. “Leo Castelli once stood in
front of the Dubuffet,” recalls Landau,
“and said, ‘It doesn’t get any better than
that.”” But the quality and depth of the
collection belonging to Landau, a trustee
of the Whitney Museum of American
Art, doesn’t mean that she and her hus-
band, Sheldon, wanted to sacrifice com-
fort when they asked James Aman and
Anne Carson to redesign their Park Av-
enue pied-a-terre. Picasso and Dubuffet
never intended their paintings to be hung
in big plain cubes of space painted a
blinding titanium superwhite, and the
Landaus saw no reason to subject them-
selves, their children, numerous grand-
children and their beloved Persian cat,
Mishoo, to rooms that necessitated sun-

“We tried to create a quiet, elegant
backdrop for the art,” James Aman
says of the apartment he and Anne
Carson designed for Emily Fisher
Landau (above) and her husband,
Sheldon. LeFT: Picasso's 1932 Femnme
4 la Montre and the 1959 bronze Torse
Vegétal by Jean Arp overlook the
living room. Tray table from Senti-
mento Antiques; Steinway piano.
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Fernand Léger’s 1951 oil Etude pour
les Constructeurs is flanked by his
Personnages au Camion de Garme le
Garage, 1955, left, and Picasso’s
1969 Personnages in the dining room.
Chandelier from H. M. Luther.
Chairs from Karl Kemp & Assoc.,
with Brunschwig & Fils fabric;
Hermés scarf on chair back at right.

. What the commission required
elegant simplicity rather than mu-
seum-quality minimalism.

Fresh from working on the couple’s
Palm Beach penthouse, Aman and Carson
knew their clients’ tastes, their collec-
tion and their openness to trying some-
thing spirited. Having helped transform
the old Rhinelander Mansion into Ralph

Lauren’s flagship store, Aman also un-
derstood the care needed for the cere-
monial rooms of grand, storied Manhat=
tan interiors. (The Landaus’ apartment
once belonged to Isidor Straus, an owner
of R. H. Macy and Company, and his
wife, Ida; both perished with the Titanic.)
In the Landaus’ Florida apartment, glam-
our and restraint were deftly cultivated,




